
1\llNUTES 
CALLED :MEETING OF THE 

COLQUI'IT COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 2020 

5:00 o'clock p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 5:00 o'clock p.m. by Chairman 
Denver F. Braswell. The purpose of the meeting was to preview upcoming agenda items and 
to conduct any other county business deemed necessary. The meeting was duly called and 
advertised. 

PRESENT: Those present were Commissioners Barbara Jelks, Chris Hunnicutt, Marc 
DeMott, Paul Nagy, and Johnny Hardin, Chairman Denver F. Braswell, County 
Administrator Chas Cannon, County Attorney Lester M. Castellow, and County Clerk 
Melissa Lawson. 

ABSENT: Commissioner Al Whittington. 

ALSO PRESENT: Solid Waste Manager Stacy Griffin, Finance Director David Zeanah, 
Chief Compliance Officer Justin H. Cox, Sheriff Rod Howell, and Savannah Donald, 
Reporter with the Moultrie Observer. 

Mr. Cannon noted that a few agenda items had been postponed, to include bids concerning 
painting of the Courthouse, a new roof for the Jail Administration building, and an 
amendment to the Comprehensive Plan to include the Broadband element. 

MID - MONTH REVIEW: Mr. Cannon previewed a list of upcoming agenda items: 

• Approval oflnvoice - Edmunds & Associates - Mr. Cannon presented an invoice, in 
the amount of $17,825.00, submitted by Edmunds & Associates regarding the 
provision of hardware and software maintenance for the county's accounting 
software. Mr. Cannon noted that funding was included in the FY 19 - 20 General 
Fund budget for this expenditure. 

• Amendment of Ordinance - Road Closure Procedures - Mr. Cannon recommended 
that the particular section of the Colquitt County Code of Ordinances pertaining to 
Road Abandonment be amended to reflect state statute concerning advertisement in 
the legal organ. Mr. Cannon noted that this would reduce advertising costs by half. 

Discussion ensued regarding the suggestion that the requester pay advertising costs. 

• Public Hearings - Mr. Cannon stated that seven public hearings would be necessary 
regarding a request for road closure for Moss Cut Off Road, a request for special use 
permit, two major subdivision requests, two variance requests and a request for 
rezoning. Justin H. Cox, .Chief Compliance Officer, presented the following zoning 
requests: 

o Special Use Permit regarding property located on Coleman Road for a family 
cemetery; 



March 24, 2020 
Page2 

o Major Subdivision Request to create a two acre tract and combine three 
remaining tracts in order to create a 6.4 acre tract for a personal residence on 
Kendallwood Church Road (Simpson Place Subdivision); 

o Variance request for reduction of setbacks to add Stackhouse at existing 
poultry operation on Mt. Sinai Road; 

o The Enclave: 
• Rezoning request to rezone from R-1 PIS to R-1 to allow for site built 

single family dwellings; 
• Variance request to reduce lot width to 100' from 150' 
• Major subdivision request, 12 lots total, new, 60' ROW county

maintained road; 

ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES: At this time, Mr. Cannon discussed pertinent issues 
to be brought to the board's attention: 

COVID-19 UPDATE: Mr. Cannon discussed some scenarios relating to COVID-19: 

o Funeral Directors - Taking necessary precautions and treating cases as if they 
were COVID-19 cases; 

o Outbreak at Jail or Prison - Quarantine at Jail I Lock down at Prison; 

o Impacts to Employees at Annex I Courthouse - Managed by Department 
and will react based on available personnel; 

o Impacts to Deputy I Jail Shifts - Same as above 

o Long Term Outlook: Live with the virus until the medical field develops a 
vaccine. Continue to practice the basics: Social Distancing I Good Hygiene 
I Cover your Mouth I Protect the elderly and medically fragile. 

Mr. Cannon stated that the intent was to encourage citizens to do all that they could online. 
As a result, Mr. Cannon proposed that the county absorb all credit card processing/user fees. 

It was the consensus of the Board that the county absorb these fees until April 30, 2020. 

Mr. Cannon noted that beginning Thursday, March 26, the county would remain closed to 
the public from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. but would begin appointments only from the hours of 1 p.m. 
- S p.m. To inform the public, Mr. Cannon stated that signs would be posted and 
information placed on social media. 

Mr. Cannon noted that the overall intent was to balance the provision of services to the 
public while safeguarding the safety of both citizens and employees. 
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Chairman Braswell mentioned potentially waiving interest fees on tax bills and solid waste 
bills. 

Lester M. Castellow, County Attorney, stated that he had drafted a resolution to permit this. 

Discussion ensued regarding amending the verbiage in the resolution to also include business 
license late fees. 

Discussion also ensued regarding credit card processing vendors. 

Mr. Cannon stated that Caroline Home, Director of the United Way, mentioned that the 
Food Bank was experiencing significantly increased demands due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Discussion ensued regarding the legality of the county donating resources to the Food Bank 
and /or the United Way in order to assist with the significantly increased demand in the 
community. 

Sheriff Rod Howell updated the board regarding the Jail and its response to the COVID-19 
outbreak. He stated that CDC and Colquitt Regional Medical Center recommendations had 
been followed and that they had made the necessary adjustments for both isolation cells and 
quarantine cells. 

Sheriff Howell noted that the temperature of employees was also being checked before they 
entered the facility. 

Sheriff Howell encouraged the Board to call him with any questions or concerns. 

Mr. Cannon thanked Sheriff Howell for providing deputies to man both the Courthouse and 
Courthouse Annex entrances. 

Currently, Mr. Cannon stated that employees would be expected to work unless they were 
symptomatic. If this happened, Mr. Cannon noted that the Kirk Clinic would handle each 
county employee on an individual basis. 

Mr. Cannon stated that he would need help from Department Heads to keep county 
employees calm. 

Discussion ensued regarding condensing the number of FY 20 - 21 budget meetings. 

APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION WAIVING PENALTIES AND INTEREST ON 
UNPAID TAXES INCURRED DURING PUBLIC HEALTH El\IBRGENCY: 
Commissioner DeMott made the motion to approve Resolution 2020-R-8 waiving penalties 
and interest on unpaid taxes during a public health emergency, applying also to any and all 
other penalties and interest arising from failure to comply with administrative deadlines set 
forth in the Colquitt County Code of Ordinances, including but not limited to penalties and 
interest for failure to comply with deadlines for business license renewals. Commissioner 



March 24, 2020 
Page 4 

Nagy made a second. The motion carried unanimously. (Resolution 2020-R-8 is hereby 
made a portion of the minutes by reference thereto.) 

The issue of virtual board meetings was briefly discussed. 

Commissioner Jelks stated that the local Food Bank was being hit hard as a result of 
COVID-19 and school closures. 

Commissioner Jelks also urged everyone to respond to the census, noting lhat the COVID-
19 epidemic had eliminated door to door visits for the time being. 

KEY DATES: Mr. Cannon presented a list of key, upcoming dates to the Board. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 6:22 
p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Denver F. Braswell 
Chairman 



Colquitt County Resolution Number 2020-R-8 

RESOLUTION 

WAIVING PENALTIES AND INTEREST ON UNPAID TAXES 
INCURRED DURING PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY 

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States 
declared a National Public Health Emergency; and 

WHEREAS, the World Health Organization declared the Corona 
Virus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) a world health emergency and a 
pandemic; and 

WHEREAS, on March 14, 2020, the Governor of the State of Georgia 
declared a State Emergency in Georgia arising from the COVID-19 
pandemic; and 

WHEREAS, the Official Code of Georgia Section 48-5-242, authorizes 
and empowers the Board of Commissioners of Colquitt County to 
waive, in whole or in part, the collection of penalties and interest 
assessed for failure to comply with laws governing the assessment 
and collection of ad valorem taxes when the tax commissioner 
determines that the default was due to reasonable cause and not due 
to gross or willful neglect or disregard of the law; and 

WHEREAS, the Board considers hardships arising from the COVID-
19 pandemic to constitute reasonable cause for failure to comply 
with tax collection deadlines and any other administrative deadlines 
set forth in the Colquitt County Code of Ordinances during the 
public health emergency. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

1. Upon determination by the Tax Conunissioner of Colquitt County, or 
her designee or designees, that a taxpayer's failure to comply with 
deadlines for payment of taxes is due to hardships arising from the 
COVID-19 public health emergency, the Tax Commissioner is authorized 
and directed to waive penalties and interest arising from such non
compliance. 

2. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, the waiver of collection 
of penalties and interest herein provided shall apply to mobile home tax 
payment deadlines and solid waste fee deadlines during the duration of 
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the waiver provided for herein; and shall also apply to any and all other 
penalties and interest arismg from fai lure to comply with 
administrative deadlines set forth in t he Colquitt County Code of 
Ordinances including but not limited to pe nalties and interest for 
failure to comply with dea dlines for business licen se renewals. 

3. The waiver herein provided shall be immediately effective and shall 
remain in effect until April 30, 2020, unless extended by the Board of 
Commissioners. 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED, this 24th day of March 2020. 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
COLQUITT COUNTY, GEORGIA 

Denver F. Braswell 
Chairman 
Colquitt County Board of Commissioners 

Colquitt County Board of Commissioners 
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VOTE: l rn Favor 

-0- Opposed 


